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MINUTES FROM THE PPG MEETING HELD ON 12 NOVEMBER 2014 
 

1. Welcome & Introductions. 
 
Everyone was welcomed by Graeme. All gave a brief introduction of themselves. 
Present: - Graeme, Fi, Morva, Tracey, Becky, Julie, Katie, Tony,  
Rita, Pam, Alan, Angela, Sophie, Vera, Sandra, Andy. 

 
2. New members & apologies 

 
(a)  Sophie Blewitt, Vera Swift, Sandra Drew, & Andy Mahi. (Apologies if names spelt incorrectly). 
(b) Christopher, Hilary, Eileen, Lynn & Natalie. 

 
3. Public Health & a role for the PPG 

 
Tracey Ironmonger from Bucks CC Public Health Team gave a fascinating and very informative 
presentation on public health issues.  Armed with statistics on the prevalence of various 
conditions in the north of the county, and some general data about the value of exercise, healthy 
eating, smoking cessation, etc, she brought out some of the things that we all can do to improve 
our health outlook.  She went on to examine some of the barriers both practical and social that 
stop people from following this advice. 
 
The group then discussed ways in which we as a group or individually, can help champion some 
of these initiatives. 
 
Tracey undertook to follow up with some further helpful information, such as the Council’s 
communication calendar for public health, to allow us to fit in where possible with their 
initiatives 

 
4. Matters arising from the last minutes. 

No matters were arising from the minutes, which Greame signed and handed to Pam, for onward 
delivery to Hilary. 
 

5. Swan Practice 
 
(a)  Becky and Tracey reported that the merger in early October had gone well, apart from a few 

teething problems. 
(b) Appointments seemed easier to access, and Becky had seen quite a number of Elaine’s 

patients from Masonic, as she had been unwell. 
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Angela remarked that when requiring a non-urgent appointment with a specific doctor, it 
was great to be able to use on-line booking. 
Morva said that people would be more aware of the changing system as time goes on. 

(c) The staff had been moving around between sites familiarising the systems, and meeting a 
few patients 

6 Flu Clinics 
 
Becky said that both Buckingham and Steeple Claydon clinics had been full, and that doctors and 
nurses were visiting the elderly patients who were unable to attend. 
Becky also said that if patients do get a type of flu (having had the jab), it would be a much lesser 
strain and easier to deal with. 
Sophie thanked he surgery for a text reminder which was invaluable to her, whilst Andy 
remarked that not every patient thinks (wrongly), that an annual jab is necessary. 
 

7 Patient information & education 
 
The consensus of opinion is that the PPG ought to return to doing Health Displays as before.  In 
her presentation, Tracey Ironmonger remarked that she had noticed (in the past), our displays in 
Tescos foyer, and how interesting she found them. 

 
8 Making the PPG more representative 

 
Becky gave us a short slide show.  Again we agreed the need for a varying age group as 
representatives within the PPG.  Andy said that after setting up a youth council (where some 
may have an interest in medicine) good ideas had come from that and maybe also from the 
forthcoming U.O.B course.  He also told us that the proposed Sainsbury’s healthcare centre will 
not happen. 
 

9.  AOB 
 
Plans are being made for the Annual Patient Survey to be completed by the end of March. The 
PPG will be given details of its findings which will be helpful for planning purposes for the coming 
year.  Becky asked members to e-mail her any questions they thought applicable. 

 
Fi told us of family and friends test coming to primary care in December, (currently used in 
secondary care) which involves answering 2 questions (the second to be decided). 
 
Modules are coming on line i.e. patients’ results from tests. 

 
Date of next meeting- Wednesday 11 February 2015. 

 
 


